THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

Big Game in the Little Snake Resource Area: Northwest Colorado’s Geg Resource at Risk

Home to some of Colorado’s wildest and most scenic canyonlands, inclhdidgamatic multi-colored
mesas and valleys of the Vermillion Basin, the Bureau of Land MareaganiBLM) Little Snake Resource
Area boasts many assets. In addition to their stunning naturay laealipriceless cultural artifacts, these lands
also host some of the finest big game habitat in Colorado, with pargulations of elk, mule deer, and antelope.
Hunters and recreationists alike thrill at the sight of thegjestic animals at home in their natural environment.
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‘Northwest Colorado: the land at stake

(Courtesy of the Colorado Environmental Council QE

A big game hunter’s paradise, the Little Snake Resource Area apteaqtte from around Colorado and across
the nation each fall (Pickton and Sikorowski, 2004). Home to two of ther's largest elk herds, it is no
surprise that the Diamond Breaks and Cold Spring Mountain citizen-pbpdisierness areas are trophy hunting
units. The broader region has more than 56,560 elk, 149,550 deer, and 20,850 pronghorn (CDOW,&007). Th
presence of abundant big game in such beautiful and pristine landghmeakttle Snake Resource Area a
treasure we must protect.

Little Snake Resource Area, NW Colorado
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The region’s legendary big game also attracts and deligisateonists outside the hunting community.
Hikers and backpackers share the wonder and excitement that aoptenavith these powerful animals carries
with it. An antelope silhouetted on a far-off ridge; a cow elk and hedigaking from a winding creek; the
exhilarating speed of a mule deer in flight: these brushes wiithenare valuable in ways far beyond the $2
billion that Colorado’s 2.1 million wildlife recreationists cahtite to the economy annually (USFWS and
Census Bureau, 2001).

Unfortunately, northwest Colorado’s great herds of big game arentlyrin grave danger from oil and gas

development. Scientific research has shown that even when the aotpeht of structures associated with
energy development is small, the resulting habitat fragmenthgis huge effects on big game populations.



According to the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, “As densitieslisf veads, and facilities increase,
the effectiveness of adjacent habitats can decrease until mmostisino longer use the habitat.” (WGFD, 2004).
The damage caused by such oil and gas drilling is dramatic: studeesh@vn that road densities of two miles
per square mile causes a 50% reduction in elk populations, while sixafitgesds per square mile drives almost
100% of the elk from the area (Lyon, 1983). A recent study in the Pinedalefareighboring Wyoming
showed a 46% decline in mule deer during the first four years of gaspieent (Sawyer, 2006). Pronghorn are
even more sensitive to disturbance, with BLM documents indicatingitbiatjhorn are adversely affected at road
densities of one mile per square mile (BLM, 1999).

The East Godiva Rim, a critical Greater Sage Griaddtat and big game migration corridor, is curenelatively
unspoiled by oil and gas development. The largéesbavelopment called for in the BLM’s ReasonablesEeable
Development of this area, as illustrated below, @ause widespread habitat fragmentation and wi&in.
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The BLM’s revised Resource Management Plan, the draft of whichelessed in February 2007, will decide
the fate of the Little Snake Resource Area’s big game. Theudiésh of habitat and decline in elk, mule deer,
and pronghorn populations of Wyoming serve as a warning of the effecterddire oil and gas development.

By preventing irresponsible development in these sensitive, larolisding the seven critical areas included in the
Citizens’ Wilderness Proposal, we can help preserve this preciousa@sou
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For more information on the Vermillion For detailed citations For more information on this process,
Basin and the Little Snake Field Office, please visit: please contact:

please visit the following websites: Luke Schafer Colorado Environmental Coalition

www.southernrockies.org 970-824-5241

www.southernrockies.org/LSFO /LSFO/factsheetcite

Suzanne Jones The Wilderness Society
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